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The ‘third world’, colonialism and aid 
Lesson 5: Teacher notes

This document provides the teacher with the details of the lesson. 

At a glance
Students are challenged to think about how the concept, the ‘third world’, developed and how ‘first world’ 
countries changed their attitudes to move from colonialism to foreign aid following the self-determination  
of newly emerging nations. 

Students watch and discuss a series of TED talks, which focus on the positive role businesses can play in 
supporting sustainability and reducing poverty in the ‘third world’. .   

For an assessment guide and key lesson objectives, refer to the Unit outline. 

INQuIRY focus: Investigate
The Investigate phase (lessons 3-7)is designed to provide students with hands-on experiences of culture and 
how cultures differ. Students explore ideas and discuss their observations with each other and the class. The 
Investigate phase ensures all students have a shared experience that can be discussed and explained.

In the Investigate phase students develop a literacy product to represent their developing understanding. They 
discuss and identify patterns and relationships within their observations. Students consider the current views  
and deepen their own understanding.

Teacher background information
When we think of the ‘third world’, we are focusing on a concept that has been developing over many decades.  
It began with colonialism, which initially opened up trade and resources to European colonising powers. Business 
groups followed closely with their interests in prospecting and developing mining industries, activities that were 
largely driven by the profit motive. 

But the profit motive was modified by the arrival of religious and charitable organisations that not only brought 
religion, but also brought education and ideas of community welfare. This newly awakened sense of community 
resulted in a desire for cultural independence and the colonised peoples began to seek self-determination. When 
self-determination was refused, resistance and, eventually, insurrection followed.

As insurrection eventually and inevitably led to the declaration of nationhood, international colonial nations 
changed their attitudes and behaviours. They accepted responsibility for their past injustices, and instituted 
foreign aid programs.

Finally, business followed the lead of the reformed colonial governments and gave up their sole focus on profit-
making. They acknowledged a parallel commitment to community welfare and recognized the importance of 
empowering the societies where they worked.
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Equipment
>  Video:  Steve Howard: Let’s go all-in on selling sustainability 

http://www.ted.com/playlists/139/social_good_inc
>  Video: Harish Manwani: Profit’s not always the point.  

http://www.ted.com/talks/harish_manwani_profit_s_not_always…
>  Video: Dan Pallotta: The way we think about charity is dead wrong.  

http://www.ted.com/talks/dan_pallotta_the_way_we_think_about_charity_is_dead_
wrong?language=en#t-39972

>   Video: Michael Porter: Why business can be good at solving social problems.
http://www.ted.com/playlists/139/social_good_inc

Lesson steps
1.  Invite students to read the introductory passage and answer the questions that follow.
2. Discuss students’ perceptions about volunteering, charity, aid, and people’s needs in places like Timor Leste. 
3.  Ask students to look at website and video resources in their student worksheets, and make notes about 

things they found interesting, new, thought provoking or challenging. 
4.  Come together as a class, and discuss the students’ thoughts on the content of the websites and videos.  

You may like to use the questions in the student worksheet as a starting point for discussions. 

Some questions for class discussion:

1. Have any of the videos made you think differently about the ‘third world’? If so, how?
2. What is the difference between giving and working in partnership?
3. What does the word ‘empowerment’ mean to you?
4. Are you empowered in your own life? How important is it to be able to make your own choices in life?
5.  What are some ideas about working together with people in places like Timor Leste in a way that is 

empowering for them?
6. How can you ensure that your interactions with people in places like Timor Leste are positive, not negative?


